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NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE 


The editors extend their wishes for a happy and 
blessed New Year and their epprecistion for the 
wholehearted support given our new venture during 
1941. Almost one hundred unsolicited letters tes- 
tify that our subscribers believe in BEST SELLERS. 
These letters have kept alive our enthusiasm in 
facing the usual difficulties incident to publish- 


ing. 


If your belief in BEST SELLERS is still strong, we 
ask if you won't be willing to act ss our personal 

. representative ard tell the pastors, the high scho- 
ol librarians and the public librerians of your lo- 
cality about this publication. A postal request will 
bring them e sample issue. With the cost of paper 
rising more than 30%, we wish to double our subscrip- 
tion list so that a price rise mav be avoided. Your 
cooperetion will keen the cost down. 


There are still some fifty-odd complete sets avail- 
able and various copies of individual numbers. If 
your set is not complete and you want to make it so, 
we advise ordering at once, as it will be impossible 
to revrint any back numbers. If your subscription 
did not begin with No. 1, April 3, 1941, vou can or- 
der all back copies and have your subscription ex- 
pire in March, 1942. 


BOOK OF THE MONTH-JANUARY SELECTION 


Meeker, Arthur, dr. The Ivory Mischief. Houghton Mifflin Co., Jan. 
2, 1942, 845p. - $2.75 
France of the XVIIth century has been an unusually fertile field not 
oot 4 for the historian but also for the novelist because of the ex- 
lient documentetion of the period. Novelists have usually written 
in . the grand manner dealing with } kings and war, statesmanship and 
epoch-changine policies but Arthur iseker's The Ivory Mischief is a 
definite variant from that type of historice? novel. it too deals with 
royalty and war and intrigue but it subordinates these to e« well done 
characterization of twe of the more oeautiful noblewomen of the period 
teliine the stories of their lives acainst the exotic background of 
the court environment. Kines and wars end plots rlav a part in the 
story but eSsentially Mr. ieeker deals with tne rise and fell of the 
Ge la Louppe sisters ss revresentstives of the French society of that 
ege. The author holds then up as models of enersetic opportunism and 
vital realism even though their actions were usually misdirected and 
evil "per se." He does 1 not excuse their evil nig ad chronicles quite 
definitely their punishments. Sex and fcod seem to have been the two 
mejor passions of the ages although in fairness oo must include a love 
of beauty, wit and elesance. In many resrects almcst the same type of 
degeneracy is found in our own sge which, unless it changes, can expect 
the same end. 


The story opens in January, 1655 with Madame de la Loupps's decision 
to send ner younger daughter Magd:lon to Pan's where her married sis- 
ter, Catherine Henriette, Comtesse a@'Olonne, (Cateau) could arrange a 


suitable marriace. Magdelion is introduced at court and to all the di- 
versions of an otherwise unemployed and sviftly-cecavineg nobility. She 
is still innocent and naive (which naivete she retains to some extent 
throughout her life) considering extremarital love as beautiful end 
her own first seduction 7s a final celamity. In April she is married 
to the Marechel de la Ferte, 35 years older than herself, end for fif- 
teen years remains a faithful wife. 


The story then shifts to 1657 where it becomes mor2 concerned with Ca- 
tesu, the reigning queen of socisty, who had married the Cemte d'Olon- 
ne some five ysars sarlisr. Both parties to the merriccs hed an un- 
written pact ie live their own lives end as ea result Catenu had alreaw 
had some helf-dozen affairs none of them very disrepvuteble in that dav 
and ace. In 1655 she neets the Duc de Candsle and the mutual attraction 
is so greet thet the most tennvestuous love effnair of the whole story 
ensues. One should dirress at this point to remind the reeder that 
love affair and edultery sre srnonrmous. These sifairs were not regard- 
ed as particularly scandsicus unless they were too onenly flaunted or 
offended some poverfui perscn. There was ususliv no social 
beceuse *he entire sst were sneared in the seme practices. eau and 
Candele fell go violently in love that latter was pe 
banished to the ermy in Spain. Due to their ¢ self-centeredness 
and highly individuslistic szgotism these Gas geve to m- 
tual recriminetions over subdsidi:ry sfinirs. After perticularly vio- 
lent quarrel Candale diss suddenly without havine foresiven Cste:u who 
immedistzly sinks into a state of extreme desoletion. “She ettenpts to 
confess to her husband and to make herself a part of his life but hes 
refuses. After ea period of listlsssness she engerzs in another sffair 


= 
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in which she balances the Comte de Guiche asainst the Prince de Mar- 
sillac. At this stage Cateau returns to the social limelight when with 
her husband and lovers she engages in a scandalous Shrove Tuesday mas- 
que. At this time the young Louis XIV becomes seriously ill at Calais 
and a group at court immediately plots to gain control over Monsieur 
le Duc dtAnjou, the king's brother, a foppish young pervert. As of- 
ficial mistresses were quite the style, witness Louis' La Valliere, de 
Maintenon, de Montespan, Cateau was chosen for this role. Louis re- 
covers and the plotters scatter with Cateau going to Foress for the 
waters. The Abbe Fouquet, one of Mazarin's most trusted ascents, brings 
the young Duc dtAnjou to the same place and Cateeu in a spirit of de- 
vilishness carries on with the original project. Dressed as a Bernarc- 
ine nun she makes an assisnation with d'Anjou which is fruitless be- 
cause Of the latters' idiosyncrasy. She is, however, discovered by the 
Abbe Fouquet and another affair results. To save himself Fouquet be- 
travs her to the court and Cateau is separated from her husband end 
exiled to the country. As this portion of the book ends Magdelon, 
hitherto a model wife, because of her husband's neglect 2aquires as her 
first lover de Reuvron whom Cateeu had cast off several years previow- 


ly. 


By 1671 Cateau is beck in Psris in her own establishment but con nplete- 
ly ostracized by the smart set end by ths court. Most of her time is 
spent in beautifying herself ana in managing her estate. The attention 
she now devot2s to business makes her one of thevealthiest women in 
France. At this time Masdelon begins an affair with the Duc de Longue- 
ville by whom she later besrs an -illegitimate child. At the same time 
Cateau aquires a less distinevshed slay ce Fervauss, and the two 
live together until his death many ars later. War arain intervenes 
to take Fervaues avay from Catesu Re €s Longueville from Magdelon. the 
latter is killed in an obscure skirmish and Maszdelon is disconsolate. 


The next portion of the book, 1075-1059, dsels with Cateau and Magdelon 
in relation to Fervaques and Magdelon's children. Throughout this por- 
tion of the story Cateau remains constent to Fervaques but Mardelon 
perades a dizzy series of affairs sinking lower and lower in her choice 
7 lovers. Amone other events are the dissipstion of the la Ferte for- 
tune, the onening of a sanmbling hovse, Magdelon's trinl for sorcery, 
the death of her husbana and of her illeceg sitimate son, the Chevalier dco 
Lonvueville end the marriace of her eldest son, Henri to Gabrielle de 
la Mothe-Houdancourt. Gabrielle is amoral and eredunlly takes over 
control of family affairs managine them only to her own interests. 
Most of Maedelon's children turn out vedly excevt for Louis who becomes 
a Jesuit. 


From this point Cateau and Meesdelon drift torether on throueh life 
aging, obscure, despised and with no definite eonl in life until their 
deatas in 1814. During this time Magdclon repents halfheartedly but 
never really renlizes the enormity of her sins. On Ash Wednesday 1704 
both sisters ere terror-stricken by ea sermon on sin and hell end Ge- 
termine monentarily to distribute their weslth ane retire to a convent 
in preparation for death. Csteau, however, quickly rscovers her normal 
herdheartedness and jettisons che whole pro: fect. 


Although loeded with s multiplicity of detail and with the story inter 
rupted by saps of meny vears duration still the book is well written 

and is a clesr word portroit of « type of life prevslent among the no- 
bility of. XVII century France. There is about the book such a sense of 
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orderly documentation and sccuracy of detail that one is tempted to 
regard it more es a biogrsphy then as a novel end indeed, one is 
pleased at the readable result produced by a combination of the two 
methods. In the main, the moral content of the book is good since it 
'shows both sisters’ sins punished by the unhappiness, aimlessness and 
eeneral barreness of their lives. In addition, even in an era of po- 
lite sin they are despised, hated and ostracized, retaining not a sing 
le shred of self-respect. Two fleabitten anti-Catholic canards appeer 
in the book: the first concerning the facility with which divorces are 
eranted by the Vatican to the rich and powerful; the second being the 
old end and means policy attributed to the Jesuits. Because of the 
nature of the subject matter the book cannot be recommended for adol- 
escents nor should it be indiscriminately distributed to adults. Those 
of mature and discriminating intelligence, however, can read the book 
with some profit. 


Stong, Phil. The Iron Nountain. Farrer & Rinehart, January 2, 1942. 
310p. $2.50 


This time the Iowa-born end Iowa-chroniclins novelist turns to the 
Minnesota iron region, particularly the Missebe (Mesabi) Iron Range 
for the background of 4 novel that will probably be advertised and re- 
viewed as “lusty hunor." The mythical town of Birora is in the center 
of the greatest iron mountain of ore in the world; here are congrega- 
ted men of all nations, the north and soyth of Europe, Ireland too, 


of course, and the cream of red-blcodec modern Americans who can han- 
dle men (and drink and women) capablv. In this man's town are two wom- 
en, Lucia, who was always feithful to one man (althourh his name 
changed quite frequently) and the newcomer from Europe, Hkatherine, 
ebout whom the story revolves. Ekatherine's indiscriminate granting 

of favor to northern and southern Europeans brings on a nationalistic 
feud that results in a few dance hall and saloon fights, a double mur- 
der on the skiing course, another death caused by blood voisoning and 
a knifing, innumberable broken bones and other casualties. Finally, 
the captain of the mine, James Manstield, with a boss' prerogative, 
solves the problem by marrying Ekatherine while his partner in ametory 
and gustatory accomplishments, Horace ("Horse") Struces weds Lucia 
éfter a trial night. Horse had just been jiited by Lisbeth Mansfield, 
caushter of James and Ph.D. child psychologist, who was merely experi- 
menting with love so that she could heave a child of her own to observe. 
Horse was eugenically sound so he served as the gfuinea pie. 


With its manufactured scenes, profanity and laneuage of sexy innuendo, 
The Iron Mountain is like a ribald musical comedy. Definitely not for 
adolescents; valueless for sdults. 


__| 


Carmer, Carl. Gemgsee Fever. Farrar & Rinehart, Inc. Doc. 15, 1941 
asc 


Carl Carmer makes his debut as a novelist with this portrayal of the 
Genesee Country of New York Stste between 1793 and 1795. It is a re- 
markably good first attempt of a difficult assignment. 


Nethan Hert, 2 "Whiskey Rebel" escapes to the Genesee Country where en 
immense troct of two million scres was beine cdministered end subdi- 
vided for sale by Captain Cherles Williamson, the American sogent of 
the Pultney Estate or "London Associates." A heteroceneous group had 
elrendy infiltrated into the Genesee Country: at the "Vale of Kedron" 
lived the All-Friend who thought she wes the spirit of Jesus Christ, 
ruled a community of women end prerxched cnd ministered to the country- 
‘side; at Willinmsbure wes a German colony headed by Berezy, e magnetic 
personality referred to es “unser Fuehrer"; there was Elijah the pro- 
phet, the Frenchman De Beoui ind a number of lesser cheracters, some 
historical and a few imaginstive. 


The mein theme is thet of Captsin Chnrles Willinmson's sttempt to de- 
velop © community which would attroct weclthy, cultured as 
lendovners. The ultimate eim wes, "Once we hive filled this region 
with citizens of the best type this netion bossts, the Genesee Country 
shall apply for indenendent statehood. This country hes no common in- 
terest with the shopkeepers of New York or the penny-pvinching Dutch 
bareciners of Albany. It shall be grexter Virginian, «a finer Msssa- 
chusetts." 


Personifying the opposite spirit of American "melitinge pot"democrncy 
wos Nathan Hart, one of the four non-historicsl chsracters, who ce- 
cuired position emong the aristocracy es portrait painter and slso 

earned the respect of the »eovls ss a fellow fcrmer end 1. chempion of 
the rights of every person to own property. 


The romentic touch is supplied by Rechcl Malin, one of the All-Fricnd's 
followers, who finally refuses to marry Nathen becuse of the All- 
Friend's influence; by Eleanor Fitzhugh, southern belle with sristo- 
cratic principles in contrest to Nathan's; end by Catherine O'Bnil of 
mixed Indian end Irish encestry who lives with =n Indisn tribe «nd is 
@efinitely of the boyish type. Nnthan's finsl choice of Cntherine and 
rejection of the more feminine Hlesnor -nd the thousend sere dowry 

(or bribe) is the romantic symbol of the victory for democrstic ideals 
in the Genesee. 


Realistic descriptions of pioneering life in the 1790's furnish a good 
background. Genesee Fever is considersbly rbove the -verage as an his- 
torical novel, Incking more in the imeginative parts than in the his- 
toricnl. Sometime the love scones ere overemphrsized as in the one be- 
tweon Nathan and Catherine (p.113-5) which will rendsr Geneseo Fover 

unsuiteble for »dolescents. The nemc, incidentally, is thet of = phys- 
ical fever which can be cured only by the "Jesuit bark,” quinine; it 

could also symbolize the intense desire to senuire lond in the Genesee 
country. 


XUM 


Hurst, Fannie. Lonely Parade. Herper & Bros. Jan. 6, 1942, 343p. ¢ 2,5 


Among the modern variants of Hamlet's famous auestion one in particular 
still.compels interest despite having been drsegged hither and thither 
during the past sixty yeers-the question of career women versus home- 
makers. It is somewhat significant to find Fennier Hurst, « career 
woman herself, dedicating her latest novel, Lonely Parade, to the 
theme that woman's natural plece is in the home with a husbard and 
children. She does this bv tracing the stories of three successful 
career women during the early twentieth century end showing that even 
in the midst of success they were lonely, afraid send haunted by unful- 
filled desires. 


As the story opens it is New Year's Eve, 1899 and Sierra Baldwin is 
gethered with her father, John Baldwin, wenlthy ex-copper miner, and 
her sister Florence, who has just snnounced her engagement to a men in 
whom Sierra had been deeply interested, in the flambovant family man- 
sion i: New York. John Baldwin's wife, who hed been insone for the 

p°st fifteen years has just died and John uses the occasion to annourme 
his engagement to pussy-cattish Leonore Borrdman in in effort to caps 
ture some of the happiness denied him by the circumstances of his 
earlier marriege. At the same time he mskes both his dnuehters finan- 
cisliv independent by setting trust funds in their names. Leonore, how- 
ever, is in love with her stepson by a vrevious marringe, Oliver Plow, 
end the vresent marringe is only one of convenience. In return for 
financiel and social security she will do her best to mske John Bald- 
win happy yet at the same time keeping Oliver by her side, 


Both Sierra and Florence are disgusted at the wav in which the wool is 
being pulled over their father's eyes but he is deternined to salvage 
what comfort end heppiness he can out of life and Sierraat least is 
willing to cdmit thet she has done little to meke her father happy. 
Sierra goes to live at Twenty-one East with her friends Charlotte Ames 
(the Cherlottenburg) and Kitty Mullane. The Cherlottenburg is fat, vul- 
gar, meternel and with an instinct for business. Kitty is satin-smooth 
but diamond herd with chsrminesly frasile beauty end e zest for life 
and luxury. Sierra is outwardly calm snd serene with a mejor interest 
in social work expressed in the foundation of a residential hotel for 
working girls. 


From here on the plot of the story is unimportant end consists merely 
of ea series of incidents used to illustrate the scuthor's point that 
career women are ebnormal ond thet normelity lics in husband, children 
and home. One feels, however, tht Miss Hurst's primary interest is in 
the sexuel aspect of love. The almost nun-like Sierra does her best to 
find happiness in work for the underprivileged and does schieve a sort 
of serenity in that work but is never entirely happy without a man. The 
Charlottenburg storms through the story herdbitten, vulgar and sardonic 
but with unmanagenble msuternal instincts which lead her into the mean- 
agement of others' lives not alwnys to their best interests. She is 
successful in the field of entertainment promotion and becomes a power 
in civic affairs but is slways acutely unhappy without 2 husband and 
children. As a lnst substitute for normal family life she turns to ro- 
ligion with a rather meudlin plee for suidance into the Catholic Churcn 
but her spirit is never truly Catholic »:nd the pain of a cancerous kn#< 
finelly forces her into en overdose of sleeping t*blets from which she 
dies. 
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Kitty Mullane is e merchant of charm and a purveyor of frivolity with 
her costume jewelry, her tinted susar crystals, her mauve gloves, her 
interior decorating anc her Gala Club. Kits needed a man worse than 

the other two and after several unsuccessful attempts finally marries 
Jonn Beldwin after Leonore, breaking down under the stress of her de- 
sire for Oliver, deserted ner husband and left him unhappy. Kits does 
2 rood job of essing and comfortine his declining vears. 


Miss Hurst's Broadway environment mav be responsible for the brilliant 
vhraseolozy which characterizes the book. The entire story literally 
spares with bon mots and telling witticisms but one feels that the 
author often sacrifices sincerity for effect. In eeneral the morality 
of her main theme is correct but her manner of treatment is extremely 
objectionable. St. Paul covered the same subject in fewer words many 
years ago and this reviewer prefers his treatment. In order to achieve 
effect the book has been liberslly larded with profnmne and vulgsr lan- 
fuage expecially in the cheracter of Charlotte Ames. In addition there 
is misunderstanding of essential principles of Cetholicity together 
with severrl minor and rather silly slaps at Catholic practices vhich 
ere scarcely worth considering. The book is not recommended for cdol- 
escents of any type nor in general for eduits naitaough it would not 
seem to be definitely harmful. 


Shute, Nevil. Pied Piper. Williem Morrow & Co., Jan. 5, 1942. 306p. 
v2.50 


Nevil Shute, who is credited with five previous novels, is Lieutenant 
Commander attached to the British edmiralty. The setting of Pied Piper 
is the France of the refugees in the German advance from April to 
duly, 1940. A nerrator reports the stery es John Sidney Howard, the 
Piper, tells it to him in a London club during en air raid. 


After Howard's son, John, had been killed in the R.A.F., Howard, 70, 
well off, seeks relief in fishine at Citodon, Frenes. When the Cermens 
crash into France, an Enzlish couple stetioned in Switzerland asks him 
to take with him to England their two children, hKonnie and Sheile. Atv 
Dijon Sheila's fever delays him and an unemployed maid persuades him 
élso to take her child, Rose, 8, with him to a relative in London. 
When the trein tc Poris goes no iarther, he takes ea bus with his three 
charges. When bombers incapacitete the bus Howard fsels forced to 
take along a lone boy, 5, whose perents hove been killed. The five 
start welking, sleep in a bern, end finzelly set "Liit" from Pritish 
ermy truck towsrds Brest, the continued strue7le to set scscline adding 
suspense. On the way Howerd feels forced to t2ke along a fifth child, 

a lone Dutch boy. At Ancerville the truck hes to be blown up. Howard 
and his children have their first contrct with the Germans, who give 
them food end medic.l care. At Chartres « French fagily shelters then. 
The deusghter Nicole, who, Howard learns, hes been intimete and engage 
to his son John, insists on accompanyins them to Brest. Disguised now 
és French peasants to evsde Germen inspsction, thsy come to a farm 
near Brest. The farmer -grees to help errrnes - De Geullist passage to 
Englend, provided they take slong the Poiish Jewish refugee Simcn 
Estreicher, 10. 


— 


reaches Plymouth. 


The suthor succceds in mokine this unusu»l vlot situstion plausible 


end quite interesting. The style 
completely refined ond prover. 


during the German advunce. 


Just 2s they meet the captain and are in hopes of reaching the boat, 
the Gestapo rounds them uv. Howard is thourht to be 2 spy implicated 
in a plot on Hitler's life. There are several tense neetinegs with Ges- 
tavo Chief Diessen. As an unexpected climsx Diessen finelly relerses 
Hownrd 2nd helps him to Eneland---but ohly after Howerd 
to tnke slong end send to :n uncle in Minnesota Diessen's little niece 
Anna. So et lest with the seven children of #11 nationalities Howard 


nas no litersry merits but it is 


The chiof iden seems to be that one simply must accent the responsi- 
bility for helpless children snd thet somehow where there is a will 
there is # wav. The other sugsestion is thet an Enelish gentlemen will 
with no hope of rewerd so help children and Americens will for the 

mere humenity of it also treke in refugee children. 


The euthor represents the Germons in Frenee as severe but correct and 
decent, dispensing food ond medicol «id impartislly to the refugees 

as well :s they can. The book tends to promote love retner than hete. 
While of slight litersry velus it is good and harmless entertainment 
which can be recommended to everyone. It sccms slso to have some edu- 
eetional velue in suggesting 2 pictur; of refugee conditions in Frsne 
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